State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 23-450

Judge:

Complainant:

ORDER
August 14, 2024

The Complainant alleged denial of due process by a justice of the peace
hearing a civil case.

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear and
convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take
disciplinary action against a judicial officer.

The Commission does not have jurisdiction to overturn, amend, or remand a
judicial officer’s legal rulings. The Commission reviewed all relevant available
information and concluded there was not clear and convincing evidence of ethical
misconduct in this matter. The complaint is therefore dismissed pursuant to
Commission Rules 16(a) and 23(a).

Commission member Delia R. Neal did not participate in the consideration of
this matter.

Copies of this order were distributed to all
appropriate persons on August 14, 2024.
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Reference County Justice Court Case # Judge
Regarding concerns about case processing with Judge in the above noted
matter.
Judge dismissed my case, based upon claims of non-response to a Motion to Dismiss
from opposing counsel. However, Judge was incorrect.
On | filed an initial petition for damages in County Justice Court. The parties
were properly served within the next week. On a motion to dismiss was filed,
with a copy not arriving to me until According to clerk’s office, | had until

to respond. | filed an amended petition at on with service to the
opposing party on However, on Judge dismissed the case with

12
.

prejudice citing
The clerk’s office provided instructions that “ . was
invalid and required personal service, despite the rules indicating otherwise.

When referencing the Justice Court Rules of Civil Procedure, | was within the correct

timeframes and procedures. Rule 116 allows for 10 days to respond along with rule 115

allowing for 5 extra mailing days. clerk’s office verified the timeframes with the
date being the final date.

Under rule 119(a), A party may amend a pleading one time within twenty-one (21) days after
service of a responsive pleading. If no response is required, a party may amend a pleading
within twenty-one (21) days after the pleading was filed. If a motion is filed under Rule
116(a)(2)(iv), (a)(3) or (a)(4), a party may amend a pleading one time before the date on
which a response to the motion is due.

The opposing parties Motion to Dismiss was filed under Rule 116 (a)(2)(iv). | responded by
amending my petition under rule 119(a).

Further, without knowledge of the lismissal, opposing counsel filed a second
motion to dismiss on This filing supports my filings being within the timeframes.

Judge dismissed the case with prejudice, preventing me from addressing the Court
about the mistake or filing an appeal.




.com

Upon researching past judicial conduct decisions, Judge has prevented others from
the right to be heard as addressed publicly by the Judicial Conduct Commission (complaint
with mention of a prior complaint within this document).

Judge was wrong, placing me in a position of unsurety about approaching her Court
ever again. Being a Legal Paraprofessional, licensed in Family and Civil Law, I’'ve been
advised by other attorneys to avoid certain filings in based upon Judge

actions.

| am very concerned about future interactions, whether personal or professional if her
actions are the standard of practice.

Copies of all filings and case information are attached for review. Please feel free to reach
out to me with any questions at

Recnactfriffu. /

Attachments:

Case Record Sheet
Motion to dismiss/verification of rule 116(a)(iv) claim
1** Amended complaint
Verification of service

Court dismissal
Motion to dismiss 1°* amended




Case Search

FORMS & FILING RECORDS

FEES

ONLINE SERVICES  CASE TYPES

ABOUT THE COURT

EN ESPANOL

COURT ACCESS

HUMAN

RESOURCES

Click here for information regarding the following: Remote and In-Person Hearings, Filing a Protection Order Remotely, Public Hearings, and Covid-19

Eviction Information

Civil Documents

Civil Documents

CIV SERVICL

CIV - SERVICE

_[CIV - SERVICE

CIV - SERV ICE STAT AGENT

Case Number: Filed Case Status: Disposed
Assigned Judge: HON.
Next Court Date: None Found
Parties:
INate Atiomey SD:rt\:ee ' 'g::nsxon Service :g;sewer ggmenr J udgmeat Typer .g;:gment
Plaintiff Dismissed with
NS | S— __jprejudice

Defendant Ip)rx:jr::;sisc:d with
Case Events:
Date ime  |Matter Type [Event Result

Due Date Response/Reply to Pleading Pleading Sent For Ruling

Customer Service Incoming Phone Call Completed

Customer Service Tncoming Phone Call Completed

Motion |Motion to Dismiss Granted

Notice [Notice of Appearance Filed
Documents: (Available at Court House) "
Document T_)L_pe ;Documenl Sub’]}fpe Document Caption 2 _ File Date
(Civil Documents CIV - PAYMENT RECEIPT Payment
(Civil Documents CIV - MINUTE ENTRY CIV - MINUTE ENTRY-CASE DlSMISSED o — .|
Civil Documents C1V - SERVICE e = SZIV AMENDED SERVICE S o
Civil Documents CIV - PAYMENT RECEIPT ‘Payment

= Civil Documents CIV-COMPLAINT _c:rv -AMENDED =

Civil Documents — CIV - NOTICE CIV - NOTICE OF APPEARANCE = |
Civil Documents CIV-MOTION  [CIV-TODISMISS = = S
Civil Documents CIV-PAYMENTRECEIPT ~~ Payment il |
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Email:
Attorney for Defendants

IN THE. COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF
Case No.
Plaintiff,
V. DEFENDANTS’ MOTION TO DISMISS

| |Assigned to The Honorable
I

Defendants.

You have a right to file a written response to this motion within ten (10) days from the date
this motion was served. Your response must be filed with the court, and copies of your
response must be served on the other parties as provided by Rule 120 of the Justice Court
Rules of Civil Procedure. The court may treat your failure to respond to a motion as your
consent that the motion be granted.
E & N T
Defendants and

through undersigned counsel, submit this Motion to Dismiss Plaintiff’s Complaint in this

action pursuant to Rule 116(a)(iv), Plaintiff Complaint alleging




THE COMMISSION’S POLICY IS
TO POST ONLY THE FIRST FIVE
PAGES OF ANY DISMISSED
COMPLAINT ON ITS WEBSITE.

FOR ACCESS TO THE
REMAINDER OF THE
COMPLAINT IN THIS MATTER,
PLEASE MAKE YOUR REQUEST
IN WRITING TO THE
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL
CONDUCT AND REFERENCE
THE COMMISSION CASE
NUMBER IN YOUR REQUEST.





